ARTELLA

the waltz o

words

From the first time she saw a zine, (Mélange Mar/Apr 2002) Marney Makridakis knew
that publishing one was in her future. A few months later her web site was up,
followed by a weekly newsletter to spread the news. Here is her story.

The Li'l Bang Treory of Evolution
by Mamey K. Makndakis

Mot 50 fong ago, in an arlislic galaxy tar, far away, @ pre-cosmic
whirling ball of dust, pigments, and wavy fonts bagan 1o take form

influanced by the planets ol Mick Bartock and the rays of
inspiration from Somearset Siudie, art and wriing marged with tha
and with a bang, a i zine was bom!

try ball ol ane publshing

Pay 1

What a day! Was thinking abouf how much | emoyed creating
works with both ari and writing together. | thought how axciting (I
would be 1o encourage other writers and arlists fo collaborate and
do the same, and then publish the wild resufis| Walt! Am | gatling
in ower my hesd?

Tay 3

Definitely in over head, But did brainstoem a bunch of names and
cam up with Arfeda, fram A and Telling. Yes, Il zine has a
name: Arella ~ the waltz of words and art!

Pay S

Whoa, as soon as | bagin thinking about Arfela, N'm leaming
aboud this wonderiul surge of ant zines popping Up everywhene,
Awasome! | must be on the ngh frack

Tay 20

Viorking on a small web sie for Adella, (s simple, b if i
takes off, | can always upgrade. Now Il faka on the sluffy an
and literary world and be the coolest, most encouraging
publisher amywhera

Tay 30

Hmm. ....dadn't think publishing would be tes hard, Lots toda
and avary stap 1eals ke a crawl, Un e up side, s veb sia
& Up Ar|'1 Arfella, now has her miche: the only zine focusng on
thig cofanoralive nalure of wards and an

T‘a.:!.r 3&

Inspiration! In addition fo full-color print issues every other
manth, Il use af e leamed fam craaling e-books as 8
trealance writer and |1 publsh 8 comple _LI:. different eleciront
versaon, calbed e-Aradla, on the allarmate months. The penl
55465 Can De onjamized around hemes, while a-I850es Can bi
van langar wath mona vaned confent ke mlendiews, arlicles
Iﬂf"."a' resources for artists and witers, MNow | noaed o Spread ha
ward.

TPay 40

Today | staried Aricwiabon, & free weekly newsleter. I
confaing Arallz, news, creativity bits, an alfenng of
intermingled wriing and art, and Bnks 1o lots of Adeia freeoles
like clip-ar files and free e-bookials on creativity tooics. The
first one was really well recetved. . people a-mailed to tall ma
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that they thought it was highly eriginal, inspiring and tha highlight
of their wess Yipae!

Tay 82

Best-selling author Suzanne Faller-Bams prodiaims Artalla is "free-
spiried, unique, and nol like anything I've ever seen on the Wab.*
A small step for Ariculation, 3 big step for Arallakind.

Tay &3

Well, after all the good word that's been spreading about
Articutation, I've got a small and eages group of charter
subscribers ready for the first issue. Now I'm working to get
enough great submissions to make this first issue absolufely
SPLASH with color and creativity. | set up a projects-seeking-
partners list for ariists o select writien works 1o inerpret, and vice-
VEfsd.

Tay 75

Raality is sinking in as | do layout and research prnting costs. OK.
1l stast out with & small run for the first issus and print them out on
mmy home printar. B wil be quick and easy.

Tay 20

What on earth was | thinking? Printing a run of hefty color issues
on my homs computer has been about triple the cost of offset
printing and my social lite has consisted of babys#fing the printer,
Estening 1o it constantly say “Please load paper.” Will this run ever
b ready?

Tay 85
Baby printer has leamed two new wards inday; fead jam, feed
[am,

Pay 35
Now up o my elbows in ‘jam.” Maybe printing first issue on inkjet
not such - good idea.

Pay 52

Well, reams of am and hundreds of printing hours later, Al
Issue 1 5 completal Taking them to be bound and warking with
tamily and Iriends to assemble the Inside goodies: Fitle pockats of
ephemera, inferaclive peeces fo it and twist, and 3 page called Ar
Workshop with a kit for creating a decoupage postcard. Hope to
get these babies in the mad tomaonmo,

Pay 94
Arallas first kudos have begun rolling in, along with lots of new
subscriplions and submigsaons. People kove i Adals has ammived,

Tay 98

I think pestpartum s setting in alter gving birth to baby Arefla. Sa
ust for fun, | offered a free teleworkshop on collage tonight, We
redlly had fen; maybe M do more of these

Tay 8°
| did & TV imterview on a local cable station 1o talk about Arfella
Lots of fun. Yay!

Tay 123
Time 1o create & bagoer and splashier online homa for Arellz. The
new site, wwwArtelaWordsAndAr.com, exubsrantly launches

Pay 150
Finishing up the first e-Artelia. | interviewed arfist Pamela Allen,
and I've slated Claudine Hellmuth and writer Jennifer Louden for




fulure issues. g-Arfeila is now a truly imeractive axperiance with
 great links and features,

- Tay 150

' In talking with 50 many of the contributors and subscribars, | see
- haw much we all leng for the same things: community,

- ancowagement, and inspiration. With the new web site. Il add
- gven mone services and offerngs 1o suppont creativity, | have a

tegling that Aredla is becoming much more than a zina.

Pay 185

Whaa! This ‘Dream Big' concept is powerlul: Somerss! Studio,
only the coolest magazine in the WORLD, wants to do a leaturs
o0 Adefial  Ok...now | know | am dreaming. ..nabody wake me
_'I'#

- Tay 170
Have recenved over 100 e-mads from people who really enjoyed
an arficle | wrote about goal setting for creative peopla. Maybe |
shauld do mone wilh thes?

Tay 122

Encouraged by all the great leedback, I've crealed two o-courses:
‘Goalar Energy: A Unique Guidance Program for Extraordinary
Action” and “Wies & Passages: Your Guide 1o Being an Every-
Diay Writer.”

Tay 183

Arteilz s now ofering free teleworkshops every month from
collage fo creative madifation 1o improvisational peetry writing. The
posine responses are inspinng and make afl the hours really
warth it. | think i was Confucius who said “Find a job you love and
you'll never work a day in your lifie® Wall, he obviously naver put
a nine togather, but gof 1o give it fo him, | sure am happy.

Pay 224
dubdation! Lots of people are taking advantage of the free 50-pape
=ae of e-Arfeda, that can be downdaaded from the web site. AND
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Artalla has now sprouted three online discussion groups that ars
already bursting with activity: AfellaVision, EvocativeWords, and
Creative bARTering. People are saying they feel ke they'va
coma home. | know I'm already thers.

Tay 258

A big week: | did another TV interview, a radio inlerview, and was
inteni@wed for inclusion in an article in the Mew York Times. The
mew web site is already eceiving mora than 1,500 visitors &
month. Intendews ask where | get the energy and enthusiasm to
keep Artella growing and my answer |s simple; I've found my
purpose in mspining others to tap info the joy of their own creativity.
Tay 298

Artetia s growing fast, We've now begun seiting up the awesome
aift shop whera artists can sell their unique arwark and gifts,
featuring arfist profiles for EVERY ilem; a wild, artsy superstora for
coal handeratted gifts and at. Can't wait to gel more artists
involvad.

Pay 321

Graat suggestions keep pounng in. Prize-winning comtests for
arfists and writers begin in September 2003, Programs and fools
1o help writers create and market their own e-books will be
launched in labe 2003,

Tay 345

Just put ouf the third issue of 8-Arfeila, which is the sldh issue
produced overall. Hard 10 balleve it's been less than a year snce |
began.

Tay 3580

Finishing up this year-long journal for Mélange. I'm excied to think
of the new vissiors to wwwAnelzWordsAndArm.com, who can

explore, contribute, and playfully leap into Arfela’s wid, raucous
dance ol words and art,

Contact Marney via e-mail at- Editon@arnelawordsandar com
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